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Elder Training
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“Will you receive, adopt, and be bound by the
Essential Tenets of ECO as a reliable exposition of what
Scripture teaches us to do and to believe, and will you be

guided by them in your life and ministry?”

(ECO Polity, 2.0103)
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“We recognize that just as there are some central and
foundational truths of the gospel affirmed by Christians
everywhere, so too there are particular understandings of
the gospel that define the Presbyterian and Reformed
tradition. All Christians must affirm the central mysteries of
the faith, and all those who are called to ordered
ministries in a Presbyterian church must also affirm the
essential tenets of the Reformed tradition.”

(Essential Tenets, Intro)
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Week 1: Why Essentials, God’s Word, Two Central Mysteries (I & 1)
Week 2: Salvation and Covenant Life in the Church (lll A, B, C)
Week 3: Church Leadership, Whole Life Ministry, Obedience (lll D & E)
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Why is it important for an elder to affirm the
essential tenets?

Why Essentials?
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The Essential tenets are:
“Confessional convictions about what
Scripture leads us to believe and do.”

Why Essentials?
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"“When essentials become a matter
primarily of individual discernment and
local affirmation, they lose all power to

unite us in common mission and ministry.”

Why Essentials?
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“The great purpose toward which each
human life is drawn is to glorify God and
to enjoy Him forever.”

Why Essentials?
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What does it mean to receive the Bible as the
infallible, authoritative Word of God?

In your governance role?

In your shepherding role?

God’s Word
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@gm “With Christians everywhere,

é@ we worship the only true God
- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
- who is both one essence

and three persons.”
Spirit

Central Mystery #1: Trinity
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“All three persons are worthy of worship and praise.”

Why is it important to know and worship God
as Irinity?

Central Mystery #1: Trinity
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“Jesus Christ is both truly God and truly human.”

Why is it important to affirm both the full
deity and the full humanity of Jesus?

Central Mystery #2: Incarnation



